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Presentation topics 

1. Strengths and challenges of Estonian 
education;  

2. Ensuring inclusive and quality education for 
every student;  

3. Fostering open and inclusive policy making. 

 



Excellence and equity in Estonian 
Education (PISA 2015) 

x 

Position (Europe/World): 
Science  1st/3rd 
Math  1st-2nd/9th 
Reading  3rd/6th  

Top performers:  
Science  13.5% 
Reading  11.1% 
Math  14.2% 

Equity: 
Impact of social economical & cultural background  8% 

Resilient students 48% 
Low performers 12% 



Every country has its own challenges 

  
Share  of satisfactory students Gender gap in reading skills 

Stable science performance Knowledge and skills gap between 
students from Estonian language schools 
and Russian language schools 

Positive trend in reading  Students’ low sense of belonging  

Positive trend in math Bullying  

Share of low achievers  Share of top-performers in math 

Low level anxiety Share of top-performers in reading 

Share of top performers in science Teachers unfair behaviour  
 



Data are provided to the target groups 

• Open data 

• www.ehis.ee 

• http://haridussilm.ee/ 

 
Openness 

• Distribution of well-being 
questionnaires among students, 
teachers and parents 

• Involvement: Engaging universities, 
schools, and parents with policy-
making 

Inclusiveness 

http://www.ehis.ee/
http://haridussilm.ee/


Rational policy during the last 20 years 
(1) 

LONG TERM 
STRATEGIC 
PLANNING 

 QUALITY AND 
EQUALITY VALUED 

POLICY 

 RESEARCH-BASED 
POLICY 

 EVIDENCE-BASED 
POLICY 

POLICY 



Rational policy during the last 20 
years (2) 
• 2005-2014 Developmental plans by 

sectors 
• 2014 – The Estonian Lifelong 

Learning Strategy 2020 
 Schools Network Programme 
 Digital Focus Programme 
 
 

 
 
 

• Amendments to the Basic Schools 
and Upper Secondary Schools Act 
SEN students 
Schools’ autonomy 
Self-evaluation 

• Renewed curriculum 
General competencies 
Formative assessment 
Varied study environment 
E-learning 

• Initiative Interesting School  
• E-assessments 
• Needs-based financing 

• Implementing theory of social 
constructivism  

• International surveys, such as 
TIMSS, PISA, TALIS, PIAAC, IEA and 
International Civic and Citizenship 
Education Study 

• National surveys 

• Estonian Education Information 
System 

• Openness  



Equality- and equity-aware educational 
policy 

• Comprehensive school 

• Free lunches and textbooks 

• Free transport 

• Free medical care 

• Free hobby activities at school 

• Hobby activities 

Equality 
principle 

• Needs-based financing 

• Free study support 

• Individual curriculum plan 

• Free long-day groups 

• State-funded places in boarding schools 

• Counselling centres 

 

 

Equity 
principle 



EHIS - Web based info system 

● established in 2004 www.ehis.ee; 

● contains data on education from the original 
source (core provider), has input from 
approximately 2,000 educational institutions, 
publishers, other registers; 

● contains personalized (on-line) data; 

● is accessed only by the ID-card; 

● cooperates with over 20 different information 
systems; 

● has approximately 45 x-road live services open. 

http://www.ehis.ee/


EHIS is used in the following contexts: 

 

● to make decisions on policy and finance in education and 
other tasks arising from the law;  

● to prepare state and international educational statistics: 
UNESCO, OECD, Eurostat; 

● to monitor the progress of the Lifelong Learning Strategy: 
indicators; 

● to analyse and study developments in education, including 
background data and samples for research. 

 

  

 

 

 



BIG PICTURE: benchmarks and outcomes 
Indicates the benchmarks of education and its impact on state level 
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Low achievers in basic skills - reading, %*

Low achievers in basic skills - math, %*

Low achievers in basic skills - science, %*

Top achievers in basic skills - reading, %*

Top achievers in basic skills  - math, %*

Top achievers in basic skills  - science, %*

Tertiary education attainement (age 30-34), %

Upper secondary education attainement (age
20-24), %

Early leavers from education and training (age
18-24), %

Ratio of general education teachers' salaries to
earnings for full time, full-year workers with

tertiary education

2010 2015 2020



School and state level outcomes 



 
HaridusSilm.ee 
  

http://haridussilm.ee 
 

http://haridussilm.ee/
http://haridussilm.ee/


Thank you!  
Tänan! 


